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Music 12A & Music 12B 
Handouts

All the handouts for Piano 1 and Piano 2 are listed in the table below. Print them out, put them together in a booklet or 
binder, and bring them to class each week. 

Cover Booklet Cover

Handout 1 Sitting at the Keyboard

Handout 2 Note Values

Handout 3 5-Finger Patterns

Handout 4 First Song

Handout 5 Staffs and Clefs

Handout 6 Intervals: 2nds & 3rds

Handout 7 Intervals: 4ths, 5ths, 6th, 7ths & octaves

Handout 8 Chord Sheet 1: Major/Minor Chords

Handout 9 Chord Sheet 2: Chord Inversions

Handout 10 Chord Sheet 3: I V I Progression

Handout 11 Chord Sheet 4: I IV I V I Progression

Handout 12 Chord Sheet 5: Accompaniment Patterns

Handout 13 Major Scales

Handout 14 Key Signatures: Circle of 5ths

Handout 15 12-Bar Blues

Handout 16 Harmonization: Lightly Row

Handout 17 Harmonization: Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

Handout 18 Five Qualities of Seventh Chords

Handout 19 Voicings for Seventh Chords

Handout 20 Music 12A and Internet Resources
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Sitting at the KeyboardWorksheet 1 Page 1

Music 12A Piano 1

Here are some tips for good posture at the keyboard.

● Sit on the front half of the bench.
● Sit at a height that will keep the forearm horizontal to the floor.
● Sit far enough from the piano that the forearm has to reach, thus eliminating the

right angle at the elbow.
● Keep the upper body quiet and the shoulders relaxed.
● The large hand-knuckles should remain arched whenever possible.
● For maximum tonal control the finger tip must begin on the key surface.
● A flexible, movable wrist is also important.

Pretend that you have your hands on the handlebars of a bicycle and then let your fingers 
relax out. The resulting position will work just fine at the keyboard.
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Note ValuesWorksheet 2 Page 2

Music 12A Piano 1

Whole Note Four counts

Dotted Half Note Three counts

Half Note Two counts

Quarter Note One count

Eighth Note Half count
or 
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5-Finger PatternsWorksheet 3 Page 3

Music 12A Piano 1

How to Form a 5-Finger Pattern

* First tone: Tonic
* Second tone: Whole Step Up
* Third tone: Whole Step Up
* Fourth tone: Half Step Up
* Fifth tone: Whole Step Up

Ode to Joy

3 3 4 5 | 5 4 3 2 | 1 1 2 3 | 3 2 2 -
3 3 4 5 | 5 4 3 2 | 1 1 2 3 | 2 1 1 -

To be played with the right hand

Aura Lee

5 2 3 2 | 1 4 1 - | 2 3 4 3 | 2 - - -
5 2 3 2 | 1 4 1 - | 2 3 4 3 | 2 - - -

To be played with the left hand

When the Saints Go Marching In

RH: 1 3 4 5 -- 1 3 4 5 - - 1 3 4 5 3 1 3 2 - -
LH: _ _ _ 5 - - _ _ _ 5 - - _ _ _ 5 _ __ 2 - - 

RH: 3 3 2 1 - 1 3 5 5 5 4 - - 3 4 5 3 1 2 1 - -
LH: _ _ _ 5 - _ _ _ _ 2- _ _ _ _5 _ _ _ 5 - -
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First SongWorksheet 4 Page 4

Music 12A Piano 1
First Song was composed by 
Lynn Freeman Olson

Pattern 1

Pattern 2

First Song Pattern 

1. Play First Song on C, D, and E. Use the index finger of each hand. Start with the right hand
on middle C and the left hand on the C to the left of middle C. The left hand will cross over
the the right hand at least one time while playing each pattern.

2. Play First Song on E, F, and G.

3. Play First Song on G, A, and B

4. Play First Song on A, B, and C
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Staffs and ClefsWorksheet 5
Page 5

Music 12A 
Piano 1

Lines & 
Spaces 
1

Lines & 
Spaces 
2

Treble 
(G) Clef

Bass 
(F) 
Clef

Grand 
Staff
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Intervals:
2nds & 3rdsWorksheet 6 Page 6

Music 12A Piano 1

Mark the 3rds in the lines below.
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Intervals:
4ths, 5ths, 6ths, 7ths & OctavesWorksheet 7 Page 7

Music 12A Piano 1

Identify the intervals in the lines below.
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Chord Sheet 1
Major/Minor Triads

Handout 8 Page 8

Music 12A Piano 1

Aunt Rhody
Chord Symbols:

Pop Music
G  G  D  G
G  G  D  G 

Chord Symbols:
Classical Music

I  I  V  I
I  I  V  I

How Many Roads
Chord Symbols:

Pop Music

G C G G 

G C D D

C D G G 

3 times

2 times

Chord Symbols:
Classical Music

I IV I I 
I  IV  V  V

IV  V  I I 

3 times

2 times
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Chord Sheet 2
Chord Inversions Worksheet 9 Page 9

Music 12A Piano 1

Root position: Major/minor chord root (C) is lowest note in the chord.

First inversion: Major/minor chord third (E) is lowest note in the chord.

Second inversion: Major/minor chord fifth (G) is lowest note in the chord.
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Chord Sheet 3
I V7 I ProgressionHandout 10 Page 10

Music 12A Piano 1

To play the I V7 I 
progression in any major 
key:

1. Form a major triad
2. Shift to the V7 chord by:

* Moving the chord root down 1/2 step
* Moving the chord third up 1/2 step
* Repeating the chord fifth

3. Repeat the I chord

Try the I V7 I progression in the keys shown below: C, G, D, A, and E.

Refer to the C scale below during the class discussion of the I V7 I chord.
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Chord Sheet 4
I IV I V7 I Progression

Handout 11 Page 11

Music 12A Piano 1

To play the I IV I V7 I 
progression in any key:

1. Form a major triad
2. Shift to the IV chord by:

* Repeating the chord root
* Moving the chord third up 1/2 step
* Moving the chord fifth up a whole step

3. Repeat the I Chord
4. Shift to the V7 chord by:

* Moving the chord root down 1/2 step
* Moving the chord third up 1/2 step
* Repeating the chord fifth

5. Repeat the I chord

file:///C|/My%20Documents/Deanza0603/music12A.htm


Chord Sheet 5: 
Accompaniment PatternsHandout 12 Page 12

Music 12A Piano 1

Block Chord Accompaniment

Broken Chord Accompaniments

Alberti Bass Accompaniment
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Major Scales
Handout 13 Page 13

Music 12A Piano 1

Major scales: C, G, D, A and E

Right hand fingering: 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5

Left hand fingering: 5 4 3 2 1 3 2 1 4 3 2 1 3 2 1
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Key Signatures
Circle of 5thsHandout 14 Page 14

Music 12A Piano 1
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12-Bar Blues
Chord VoicingsHandout 15 Page 15

Music 12A Piano 1

12-Bar Blues

Handout used with the permission of Bill Bell, "The Jazz Professor"

Blues Scale
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Harmonization
Lightly RowHandout 16 Page 16

Music 12A Piano 1
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Harmonization
Twinkle Twinkle Handout 17 Page 17

Music 12A Piano 1

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
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Five Qualities of
Seventh Chords

Handout 18 Page 18

Music 12A Piano 1

Seventh Chord Examples and Pop Music Chord Notation
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Voicings for 
Seventh Chords

Handout 19 Page 19

Music 12A Piano 1

Chord Voicing: Regrouping the notes of a chord for better sound.
Chord Progression: When one chord moves to another
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Sitting at the KeyboardWorksheet 1 Page 1

Music 12A Piano 1

Here are some tips for good posture at the keyboard.

● Sit on the front half of the bench.
● Sit at a height that will keep the forearm horizontal to the floor.
● Sit far enough from the piano that the forearm has to reach, thus eliminating the

right angle at the elbow.
● Keep the upper body quiet and the shoulders relaxed.
● The large hand-knuckles should remain arched whenever possible.
● For maximum tonal control the finger tip must begin on the key surface.
● A flexible, movable wrist is also important.

Pretend that you have your hands on the handlebars of a bicycle and then let your fingers 
relax out. The resulting position will work just fine at the keyboard.
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Note ValuesWorksheet 2 Page 2

Music 12A Piano 1

Whole Note Four counts

Dotted Half Note Three counts

Half Note Two counts

Quarter Note One count

Eighth Note Half count
or 
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5-Finger PatternsWorksheet 3 Page 3

Music 12A Piano 1

How to Form a 5-Finger Pattern

* First tone: Tonic
* Second tone: Whole Step Up
* Third tone: Whole Step Up
* Fourth tone: Half Step Up
* Fifth tone: Whole Step Up

Ode to Joy

3 3 4 5 | 5 4 3 2 | 1 1 2 3 | 3 2 2 -
3 3 4 5 | 5 4 3 2 | 1 1 2 3 | 2 1 1 -

To be played with the right hand

Aura Lee

5 2 3 2 | 1 4 1 - | 2 3 4 3 | 2 - - -
5 2 3 2 | 1 4 1 - | 2 3 4 3 | 2 - - -

To be played with the left hand

When the Saints Go Marching In

RH: 1 3 4 5 -- 1 3 4 5 - - 1 3 4 5 3 1 3 2 - -
LH: _ _ _ 5 - - _ _ _ 5 - - _ _ _ 5 _ __ 2 - - 

RH: 3 3 2 1 - 1 3 5 5 5 4 - - 3 4 5 3 1 2 1 - -
LH: _ _ _ 5 - _ _ _ _ 2- _ _ _ _5 _ _ _ 5 - -
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First SongWorksheet 4 Page 4

Music 12A Piano 1
First Song was composed by 
Lynn Freeman Olson

Pattern 1

Pattern 2

First Song Pattern 

1. Play First Song on C, D, and E. Use the index finger of each hand. Start with the right hand
on middle C and the left hand on the C to the left of middle C. The left hand will cross over
the the right hand at least one time while playing each pattern.

2. Play First Song on E, F, and G.

3. Play First Song on G, A, and B

4. Play First Song on A, B, and C
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Staffs and ClefsWorksheet 5
Page 5

Music 12A 
Piano 1

Lines & 
Spaces 
1

Lines & 
Spaces 
2

Treble 
(G) Clef

Bass 
(F) 
Clef

Grand 
Staff
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Intervals:
2nds & 3rdsWorksheet 6 Page 6

Music 12A Piano 1

Mark the 3rds in the lines below.
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Intervals:
4ths, 5ths, 6ths, 7ths & OctavesWorksheet 7 Page 7

Music 12A Piano 1

Identify the intervals in the lines below.
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Chord Sheet 1
Major/Minor Triads

Handout 8 Page 8

Music 12A Piano 1

Aunt Rhody
Chord Symbols:

Pop Music
G  G  D  G
G  G  D  G 

Chord Symbols:
Classical Music

I  I  V  I
I  I  V  I

How Many Roads
Chord Symbols:

Pop Music

G C G G 

G C D D

C D G G 

3 times

2 times

Chord Symbols:
Classical Music

I IV I I 
I  IV  V  V

IV  V  I I 

3 times

2 times
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Chord Sheet 2
Chord Inversions Worksheet 9 Page 9

Music 12A Piano 1

Root position: Major/minor chord root (C) is lowest note in the chord.

First inversion: Major/minor chord third (E) is lowest note in the chord.

Second inversion: Major/minor chord fifth (G) is lowest note in the chord.
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Chord Sheet 3
I V7 I ProgressionHandout 10 Page 10

Music 12A Piano 1

To play the I V7 I 
progression in any major 
key:

1. Form a major triad
2. Shift to the V7 chord by:

* Moving the chord root down 1/2 step
* Moving the chord third up 1/2 step
* Repeating the chord fifth

3. Repeat the I chord

Try the I V7 I progression in the keys shown below: C, G, D, A, and E.

Refer to the C scale below during the class discussion of the I V7 I chord.
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Chord Sheet 4
I IV I V7 I Progression

Handout 11 Page 11

Music 12A Piano 1

To play the I IV I V7 I 
progression in any key:

1. Form a major triad
2. Shift to the IV chord by:

* Repeating the chord root
* Moving the chord third up 1/2 step
* Moving the chord fifth up a whole step

3. Repeat the I Chord
4. Shift to the V7 chord by:

* Moving the chord root down 1/2 step
* Moving the chord third up 1/2 step
* Repeating the chord fifth

5. Repeat the I chord
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Chord Sheet 5: 
Accompaniment PatternsHandout 12 Page 12

Music 12A Piano 1

Block Chord Accompaniment

Broken Chord Accompaniments

Alberti Bass Accompaniment
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Major Scales
Handout 13 Page 13

Music 12A Piano 1

Major scales: C, G, D, A and E

Right hand fingering: 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5

Left hand fingering: 5 4 3 2 1 3 2 1 4 3 2 1 3 2 1
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Key Signatures
Circle of 5thsHandout 14 Page 14

Music 12A Piano 1
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12-Bar Blues
Chord Voicings

Handout 15 Page 15

Music 12A Piano 1

Blues Scale

Handout used with the permission of Bill Bell, "The Jazz Professor"
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Harmonization
Lightly RowHandout 16 Page 16

Music 12A Piano 1
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Harmonization
Twinkle Twinkle Handout 17 Page 17

Music 12A Piano 1

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
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Five Qualities of
Seventh Chords

Handout 18 Page 18

Music 12A Piano 1

Seventh Chord Examples and Pop Music Chord Notation
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Voicings for 
Seventh Chords

Handout 19 Page 19

Music 12A Piano 1

Chord Voicing: Regrouping the notes of a chord for better sound.
Chord Progression: When one chord moves to another
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