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SOME EXTRA NOTES AND HINTS TO BE A SUCCESSFUL COLLEGE 
STUDENT (from my own experience)!

1. ATTEND CLASS!!!
2. If you miss a class, get the notes from another student.  If it’s still 

unclear, then ask your professor!!!
3. Don’t be afraid of a professor’s office hours!
4. Don’t be afraid of your professor!  We are generally reasonable people! 

Talk to me!  Ask me questions, no matter how stupid you may think 
they are!!!

5. Make your professor respect you!  
6. Don’t procrastinate!
7. Remember that in the end, it is your responsibility to understand the 

assignment, not for your professor to explain it better!
8. Feel free to change your major!    
9. Don’t give your professor attitude.  Remember that even if they’re the 

biggest jerk ever, they have the power.  Think of them as your boss. 
If you have a disagreement, bring it up after class/in office hours. 
(See #5)

10. Remember that there is some subjectivity in determining your grade.
11. Don’t let up!
12. Being a student should be your #1 priority (if possible).  Think of being 

a student as your job.  This of the college as the place that you work. 
Unfortunately, you don’t get any wages except for the grades you 
receive, but in the end, those grades can lead to a much better future 
than a few bucks can!  

13. Study on a regular basis!
14. Study in a way that’s best for you, whether that be in groups, at 

Starbucks, in a library, cramming, whatever!!!
15. Take advantage of extra credit!
16. Take advantage of opportunities presented (i.e. review sessions/study 

guides)!
17. It’s a competitive world.  Be competitive in college!  Don’t settle!!!


